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Wine Description

2009 Ch. Angelus @ HK$2,471 per bottle

I tasted this three separate times, and on two occasions I thought it had the potential to be a perfect
wine. The home estate of Hubert de Bouard, this 62+ acre vineyard produced a 60% Merlot and
40% Cabernet Franc blend in 2009, with yields of 20 hectoliters per hectare, and a whopping
alcohol degree of 14.5%. Of course, the latter component is not even noticeable, as that is one of the
erroneous myths about high alcohol in some 2009 Bordeaux. It just doesn’t show, thanks to the
wine’s extraordinary concentration. This is a fabulous wine, with that tell-tale, dense, inky blue
color that Angelus always seems to achieve. It displays an extraordinary nose of acacia flowers (or
is it violets?) intermixed with blueberry liqueur, black raspberries, cassis, licorice, incense, and
graphite. Full-bodied, viscous, with great intensity , vibrancy, and transparency, this is one of the
all-time great wines from Angelus and a 21st century version of their 1989 and 1990. It should
drink well for 20+ years — at the very minimum. (Tasted three times.) 96-100pt, R.Parker

2009 Alter Ego de Palmer @ HK$400 per bottle

The delicious 2009 Alter Ego de Palmer (an equal part blend of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon)
could have been drunk when I tasted it. A dense ruby/purple color is accompanied by smoky
blackberry and black currant fruit notes, and a silky smooth, expansive, hedonistic, pleasure-filled
wine that should drink well for a decade. (Tasted once.) 89-92pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Beychevelle, 2nd Growth, St. Julien @ HK$518 per bottle

This is the finest Bechevelle since the 1982. The opaque purple-hued 2009 displays beautiful floral
notes intermixed with notions of black raspberries and creme de cassis. The fruit hits the palate with
a medium to full-bodied richness, and the wine possesses sweet, velvety tannins, stunning purity,
and a layered mouthfeel that builds incrementally, combining power, concentration, density, and
elegance. This 2009 should hit its stride in 5-7 years, and last three decades or more. A beauty!
(Tasted three times.) 92-94+pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Branaire Ducru, 4th Growth St Julien @ HK$508 per bottle

Only time will tell whether the 2009, another great effort from Branaire, will eclipse the 2005 and
2003. Certainly at 13.6% alcohol it is the most powerful Branaire ever made, and the final blend of
70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot showcases
what a great vintage 2009 is for Cabernet Sauvignon. An inky/blue/purple color is followed by
raspberry, boysenberry, crushed rock, graphite, and floral notes, and an opaque, broad, dense,
substantial, impressively structured wine without any hardness. It requires 4-5 years of cellaring,
and should last four decades or more. 92-95pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Brane Cantenac @ HK$540 per bottle

Only 37% of the production made it in to the 2009 Brane Cantenac (slightly lower than most
properties because the fruit was so good). This is a blend of 53% Cabernet Sauvignon, 40% Merlot,
and 7% Cabernet Franc, with a pH of 3.87 and finished alcohol of 13.2%. It is another offering that
reveals no evidence of wood even though 70% new oak barrels were utilized. A dense plum/purple
color is followed by a lovely perfume of flowers, boysenberries, black cherries, and black currants.
Seamless in the mouth with stunning concentration, a seductive style, an exquisite Margaux
delicacy, and levels of richness and intensity I have never before seen in Brane Cantenac, it should
drink effortlessly for 30+ years. (Tasted four times.) 93-95pt, R.Parker
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2009 Ch. Branon @ HK$812 per bottle

Having just had the 2000 Branon, which performed unbelievably well, this is definitely a wine for
connoisseurs to seek out. The problem is that just under 500 cases were made, all from relatively old
vines planted in the early sixties. This blend of Merlot and Cabernet Franc is from a parcel of the
Branon vineyard sandwiched between Haut-Bailly and Malartic Lagraviere in the heart of Leognan.
The 2009 reveals smoky, earthy, barbecue notes intermixed with creme de cassis, blackberry liqueur,
charcoal, and graphite. This hugely concentrated, intense, dense, full-bodied powerhouse possesses
silky tannins, plenty of glycerin, an over the top, extravagantly rich mouthfeel, and a finish that
lasts nearly 60 seconds. A potential legend in the making, this wine should drink well for 30+ years.
(Tasted once.) 96-98pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Calon Segur, 3rd Growth St Estephe @ HK$602 per bottle

Made in a very different style for this estate, the 2009 is composed of 90% Cabernet Sauvignon (the
highest I have ever seen here), 7% Merlot, and 3% Petit Verdot, and achieved 13.8% natural
alcohol. It is a big, rich, tannic, structured, dense ruby/purple-tinged wine offering a sweet kiss of
creme de cassis, loamy soil, and spice box. Remarkably, despite the use of 100% new oak because of
the 2009's power and intensity, there is not a hint of wood in either the aromatic or flavor profile.
Never that showy from cask, this traditionally made St.-Estephe should be forgotten for 10-15 years,
and drunk over the following 40-50 years. My rating is very conservative, and I expect it to rise
considerably as this wine comes out of its infancy. 92-94*pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Cantemerle @ HK$234 per bottle

This blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, with the Cabernet dominating, looks to be the best
they have ever produced, even eclipsing the 2005. Dense purple in color, with extraordinarily
elegant floral notes intermixed with raspberry, black currant, cherry, and spice box, it is medium to
full-bodied, not massive, but again, very seamless, with beautiful precision, sweet tannins, and an
endearing fleshiness and depth of flavor that are neither heavy nor fatiguing. This wine will be
relatively approachable in 3-5 years and drink well for 25-30. (Tasted two times.) 92-94*pt,
R.Parker

2009 Ch. Cantenac Brown, 3rd Growth Margaux @ HK$412 per bottle

The greatest Cantenac Brown I have ever tasted, this monumental effort possesses enormous
concentration, with loads of black and blue fruits intermixed with damp earth and forest floor. I
have never seen a Cantenac Brown so seamless, so powerful, yet at the same time, so elegant and
densely complex. They have certainly done something here that has not been accomplished over the
last three decades I have been tasting this estate’s wines. Opaque purple in color and full-bodied,
this big-time sleeper of the vintage merits serious attention for the first time in my professional
career. Kudos to the new ownership and team at Cantenac Brown. This wine should evolve over a
30-year period. 94-96pt, R.Parker

2009 Carruades de Lafite @ HK$2,588 per bottle

The best Carruades de Lafite I have ever tasted is the 2009. Composed of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon,
42% Merlot, and the rest Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc, 55% of the crop was included in this
second wine. It is an atypically powerful Carruades with slightly higher alcohol than usual as well
as considerable structure. There are plenty of creme de cassis and crushed rock notes as well as a
subtle wood component, and super intensity and lushness. It is an amazing effort! For technocrats,
Lafite began its harvest on September 23 and finished on October 8. (Tasted once.)

92-94+*pt, R.Parker
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2009 Le Clarence de Haut-Brion @HK$1,059 per bottle

The second wine, which used to be called Bahans Haut-Brion, is now Le Clarence Haut-Brion. The
2009 is a 7,000-case cuvee made of 46% Merlot, 39% Cabernet Sauvignon, and the rest Cabernet
Franc and a tiny dosage of Petit Verdot. The wine has a fabulous nose of incense, burning embers,
forest floor, and black cherry liqueur. Fleshy, rich, full-bodied, but not over the top as the minerality
and structure move in, this is a super-duper effort, and the greatest second wine made at Haut-
Brion since the 1989 Bahans Haut-Brion. It should drink well for 20-25 years. (Tasted once.)
90-93*pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Clerc Milon @ HK$429 per bottle

Despite the fact there is 44% Merlot in this wine (blended with 50% Cabernet Sauvignon and 6%
Cabernet Franc, Petit Verdot, and Carmenere), this is a tannic, structured, backward Clerc Milon,
which is atypical for this estate. Perhaps I just caught it at a time when the structure was
dominating. It is a deep ruby/purple-hued, concentrated, impressively endowed effort that requires
serious cellar age, 4-5 years minimum. It should last for 20-25 years. (Tasted two times.) 90-92+pt
R.Parker

2009 Ch. Cos d’Estournel @ HK$2,561 per bottle

The 2009 Cos d’Estournel is one of the greatest young wines I have ever tasted ... in the world! An
extraordinary effort I tasted on two separate occasions, this blend of 65% Cabernet Sauvignon and
the rest primarily Merlot with a dollop of Cabernet Franc has a whopping 14.5% alcohol, but a
remarkably normal pH of 3.69. Kudos to Jean-Guillaume Prats and owner Michel Reybier for this
amazing wine made from yields of 33 hectoliters per hectare. It will be a legendary claret that
should last for 50-60 years. A black/purple color is accompanied by aromas of graphite, ink, creme
de cassis, blackberries, cedar, and incense. Full-bodied and unctuously textured, with an ethereal
personality, tons of nuances, and a burgeoning complexity, it is an enormously well-endowed, fresh,
perfectly balanced tour de force in winemaking. As mentioned above, it should drink well for 50-60
years. This wine possesses this vintage’s classic characteristics of enormous power, massive fruit,
and extraordinary freshness and precision - largely unprecedented, particularly for Cabernet-based
wines in the Medoc. (Tasted two times.) 98-100*pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. D’ Armailhac @ HK$325 per bottle

This may be the finest d’Armailhac I have ever tasted. Made in a textured, full-bodied, sumptuous
style, it is a blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% Merlot, and the balance primarily Cabernet
Franc with a tiny dosage of Petit Verdot. It exhibits a deep ruby/purple hue along with floral, red
and black currant, cedar, and spice characteristics. Deep, medium to full-bodied, and impressively
pure as well as long, it should drink well for 25 years. (Tasted three times.) 90-93pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. De Fieuzal @ HK$268 per bottle

The finest I have ever tasted, this is an awesome De Fieuzal, with plenty of lead pencil shavings
intermixed with blueberry, black raspberry, and sweet cherries. A touch of smoke also emerges from
this opaque purple-colored wine. Full-bodied, with loads of glycerin, one can see the more generous,
viscous nature of this vintage well-displayed, but also a terrific freshness and vibrancy. It should
turn out to be a superb effort that drinks well for up to 30 years. (Tasted three times.)

91-93+*pt, R.Parker
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2009 Domaine de Chevalier, Pessac Leognan @ HK$536 per bottle

The finest wine I have tasted from this estate in my 30+ - year career, the 2009 (64% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, and 6% Petit Verdot) from this hallowed vineyard in Leognan was
cropped at 45 hectoliters per hectare and came in at 13% alcohol. It reveals an extraordinary,
intense, pure, quintessential Domaine de Chevalier style, including silky tannin, dense plum, black
currant, black cherry, floral, and graphite notes, terrific acidity, sweet tannin, and a full-bodied
mouthfeel with no weight, but admirable precision and freshness. Consultant Stephane
Derenoncourt has coaxed out all the elegance and complexity at this great site. A future legend in
the making, this could be the best Domaine de Chevalier produced over the last half century. It
should drink well for 35-40 years. 94-96*pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Ducru-Beaucaillou @ HK$2,022 per bottle

Can the 2009 Ducru Beaucaillou be better than the brilliant 2000 and extraordinary 2003 and 2005?
Purchasers will have to decide for themselves, but this compelling effort is one of the all-time great
Ducru Beaucaillous. It is a blend of 85% Cabernet Sauvignon and 15% Merlot that achieved 13.5%
natural alcohol, and, remarkably, despite the fact that 90% new oak was utilized, not a hint of wood
can be found in either the aromatics or flavors. This inky/purple-hued, unctuously textured 2009
reveals layers and layers of blue, red, and black fruits, and hints of licorice and spice box. Despite its
substantial, massive size, it retains an elegant style, but will need 3-5 years of cellaring. It should
last for 40+ years. (Tasted once.) 96-98+pt R.Parker

2009 Ch. Duhart-Milon @ HK$608 per bottle (sold with Rieussec)

2009 may turn out to be among the greatest vintages ever in the Medoc. The 2009 appears to be the
finest Duhart Milon yet made. The Rothschild family has invested heavily in this estate over the
last 20 years in order to upgrade the quality, and their investments have certainly paid off
handsomely. A blend of 63% Cabernet Sauvignon and 37% Merlot, the 2009’s opaque purple color
is followed by an extraordinary perfume of creme de cassis, violets, graphite, and subtle wood. This
full-bodied, intense, voluptuously textured, pure, seductive wine seems more open-knit and opulent
than the more structured Carruades de Lafite. Nevertheless, the Duhart requires 3-5 years of
cellaring, and should drink well for 30+ years. Bravo! (Tasted once.) 94-96*pt, R.Parker

2009 Echo de Lynch Bages @ HK$254 per bottle

2nd wine of Lynch Bages (the grand vin scores 94-96+pt with R.Parker)

2009 Ch. Gruaud Larose @ HK$464 per bottle

This is the finest Gruaud Larose since the 1990. Without a hint of brett in the 2009, it exhibits an
opaque purple color along with a big, sweet nose of creme de cassis, new saddle leather, spice box,
and boysenberries. Made in a rich, broad, savory, juicy style with lots of succulence, but none of the
masculinity and ruggedness often found in this offering, this wine is loaded with concentration and
extract. The tannins are largely concealed by the remarkable intensity of fruit and density. It should
be drinkable in 7-8 years, and last for 30-40. (Tasted two times.) 92-94*pt, R.Parker
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2009 Ch. Haut Brion @ HK$7,200 per bottle

There are 10,500 cases of the 2009 Haut-Brion, from a blend of 46% Merlot, 40% Cabernet
Sauvignon, and 14% Cabernet Franc. For technicians, the highest ever natural alcohol, 14.3%, was
achieved, with a pH of 3.9, which is about the same as the 1989 and 1990, as well as 1959. This is
the kind of wine to send chills even up my spine, and 1 have been tasting here for nearly 30 years.
An extraordinary nose of plum, blueberry, raspberry, crushed rock, and that intriguing floral as
well as unsmoked cigar tobacco note (a classic sign of this terroir) is followed by a wine of creamy
unctuosity reminiscent of 1989, but there is a freshness, vibrancy and precision that is historic and
possibly unprecedented. Some graphite emerges as the wine sits in the glass, but the wine is very
thick while at the same time precise and elegant. This is the quintessential expression of one of the
greatest wine terroirs of the world. To reiterate, the good news is that there are going to be 10,500
cases of Haut-Brion in 2009, which is about 1,500 more cases than the 9,000 produced in 2005.
This wine will probably need 7-8 years of cellaring when released and evolve as well as the 1959 has
(which is still a perfect wine today), so we're realistically talking 50-75 years when stored in a cool
cellar. (Tasted once.) 98-100pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Haut-Bailly @ HK$988 per bottle

The greatest Haut-Bailly ever made? One can’t speak enough of the job Veronique Sanders has done
in 2009, allied with the owner, the American banker Robert Wilmers, who has given her carte
blanche authority. Tiny yields have resulted in the most concentrated Haut-Bailly I have ever tasted.
Eclipsing even the 2005, the 2009 (a blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 37% Merlot, and 3%
Cabernet Franc) possesses 13.9% natural alcohol. Dense purple to the rim, it exhibits a precise,
nuanced nose of mulberries, black cherries, black currants, graphite, and a singular floral
component. A wine of profound intensity and full-bodied power, yet stunningly elegant, and never
heavy or massive, it builds incrementally on the palate, and the finish lasts over 45 seconds.
Remarkably, there is not a hard edge to be found in this beauty. The Cabernet Sauvignon and
Cabernet Franc were harvested between October 7 and 14, which explains their phenolic maturity.
The wine’s extraordinary freshness, elegance, and precision are nearly surreal. This tour de force
should age brilliantly for 40+ years. (Tasted two times.) 96-98+*pt ,R.Parker

2009 Ch. Lascombes @ HK$706 per bottle

Midnight 0il? Dense black purple to the rim, the 2009 Lascombes has enormous concentration, with
loads of graphite, blackberry, and blueberry notes as well as hints of pen ink and truffle. The wine is
super-intense, full-bodied, fleshy, and rich. This is another wine that will compete with the 2005,
which is certainly the best Lascombes I have ever tasted. (Tasted three times.) 94-96+pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. La Conseillante @ HK$1,624 per bottle

Now that La Conseillante is making a second wine with more severe selection, think of the 2009 as a
version of the 2000 on steroids. This is never going to be a blockbuster wine, because the terroir just
seems to produce silky, elegant wines, but in this case, the 2009 has an extra kick and level of
concentration that is unprecedented. Inky bluish purple, with an extraordinary nose of framboise,
black raspberries, spring flowers, spice box, and a hint of truffle, the wine has great depth, full-
bodied opulence, silky tannins, enormous power and richness, but again, a vibrancy and uplift that
are just freakish in this vintage. That’s one of the great hallmarks of 2009 and one that will always
stand out over the next 30 years. This wine should be drinkable in 5-7 years and last 40 or more.
(Tasted three times.) 95-98pt, R.Parker
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Ch. La Mission Haut-Brion @ HK$6,353 per bottle

La Mission Haut-Brion has made so many great wines over the last 100 years, it would be stupid to
say the 2009 somehow exceeds this estate-s great classics, such as 1929, 1945, 1949, 1953, 1955,
1959, 1961, 1982, 1989, 1990, 1998, 2000, or 2005. Certainly it will take its place in the pantheon
of all the great La Mission Haut-Brions ever made. There are 6,000 cases of it, made from a blend of
47% Cabernet Sauvignon, 47% Merlot, and 6% Cabernet Franc. The natural alcohol hit 14.7%,
which far exceeds the perfect wines of 1982, 1989 and 1990. Opaque purple in color, with an
extraordinary nose of blueberry liqueur intermixed with camphor, charcoal, hints of burning embers
and truffles, and loads of black berry and black currant fruit, the wine has sublime concentration
and purity, a finish that goes well past 60 seconds, and not a hard edge to be found in this
sumptuous, almost over-the-top, full-bodied wine of enormous power and massive density and
richness. An immortal effort, it should drink well for 50-100 years! (Tasted once.)

Harvest started around September 9 at La Mission Haut-Brion, and finished almost a month later,
on October 6. To get an idea of just how extraordinary all the wines from the Dillon family are in
2009, just consider how phenomenal the second wines are. 98-100pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Le Petit Mouton @ HK$800 per bottle

The second wine, the 2009 Le Petit Mouton, is the finest second wine they have ever made. Aromas
of black currants, flowers, mocha, and earth jump from the glass of this fleshy, heady, full-bodied
wine. The final blend is 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc, and
the alcohol level is slightly higher than the Mouton’s. It should drink well for 15+ years. (Tasted
once.) 90-92*pt Robert Parker

2009 Ch. Lynch Bages, 5th Growth Pauillac @ HK$958 per bottle

The highest levels of polyphenols ever measured at Lynch Bages (20% higher than any prior vintage)
are found in the 2009, which achieved 13.4% natural alcohol, and a normal pH of 3.64. Composed
of 76% Cabernet Sauvignon, 18% Merlot, and the rest Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, it is the
greatest Lynch Bages since the outstanding duo of 1989 and 1990. The black/purple-tinged 2009
exhibits a glorious perfume of graphite, black currants, and subtle smoke, powerful, thick,
unctuously textured flavors, huge yet sweet tannins, fabulous purity, and a finish that lasts 40-45
seconds. Five to eight years of patience will be required, but this is a 30-40-year wine from this
popular estate run by the affable and highly respected Cazes family. 94-96+pt, R.Parker
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2009 Ch. Malescot St Exupery @ HK$647 per bottle

It-s going to take a lot for this wine to equal or eclipse the 2005, but it is a different style of wine.
While the 2005 is slightly more structured, with more aggressive tannin, this has more fat, texture,
and more tactile magnetism going for it. I suppose the best thing is to own both. Opaque
ruby/purple, with a beautiful nose of charcoal, forest floor, and black fruits, the wine hits the palate
with great intensity, a sumptuous texture, yet brilliant precision and purity. This is a superb wine
that should drink well for 20-25 years. 95-97pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Mouton Rothschild @ HK$7,200 per bottle

This is the most backward and unevolved of all the Left Bank (Medoc) first-growths. In 10-20 years,
the 2009 Mouton Rothschild should rank alongside the greatest vintages of the last three decades
(1986 and 1982). Yields were a small 30 hectoliters per hectare, the final blend is 88% Cabernet
Sauvignon and 12% Merlot, and the finished alcohol is 13.2% (not particularly high in this
vintage). The pH is 3.81, and the index of tannins, the highest ever measured, a whopping 20%
higher than the next highest vintage. The tannins, while present, are silky and well-integrated, one
of the hallmarks of the 2009 vintage. An inky/purple color is accompanied by classic aromas of
creme de cassis, violets, and hints of graphite and background oak. The overwhelming impression is
one of layer upon layer of fruit, full-bodied opulence, and good structure. It tastes as if it were 2-3
months old rather than a post-malolactic, fully assembled barrel sample ... it’s that young, but so
incredibly promising. A 50- to 100-year wine? Probably. (Tasted once.) 96-98+ pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Pape Clement Rouge @ HK$1,087 per bottle

A blend of 50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Merlot, and 5% Cabernet Franc, the 2009 Pape Clement
is not as dense or provocative as the 2005, but it is a worthy competitor. Tighter and more muscular
than the 2005, the 2009 reveals an opaque purple color along with notes of graphite, blueberries,
and blackberries, stunning richness, a full-bodied mouthfeel, and tremendous length and intensity.
Some patience will be required, and I do not believe this effort will achieve the near perfection of the
2005, but it is another winner in this extraordinary vintage. Yields were 43 hectoliters per hectare,
and the wine finished around 13.5% alcohol. (Tasted four times.)

Historically one of the oldest vineyards in Bordeaux (having once been owned by Pope Clement,
who gets more credit for what he did in Chateauneuf du Pape than in Graves), this 700-year old
Pessac vineyard has turned out another profound wine under the administration of proprietor
Bernard Magrez. 95-97*pt, R.Parker

2009 Les Pagodes de Cos @ HK$424 per bottle

The 2009 Les Pagodes de Cos is also a remarkable offering. Composed of 69% Cabernet Sauvignon,
30% Merlot, and 1% Petit Verdot, it tips the scales at 14.5% alcohol, and is better than most Cos
d’Estournel vintages produced in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. It is a full-bodied, opulently
concentrated wine of amazing richness, density, and intensity. As with the grand vin, the harvest
began on September 26 and finished on October 10. This wine possesses this vintage’s classic
characteristics of enormous power, massive fruit, and extraordinary freshness and precision -
largely unprecedented, particularly for Cabernet-based wines in the Medoc. (Tasted once.)
91-94*pt, R.Parker
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Ch. Palmer @ HK$2,529 per bottle

The black/purple-colored 2009 Palmer exhibits a level of tannin that exceeds anything they have
previously produced. The final blend is 52% Merlot, 41% Cabernet Sauvignon, and 7% Petit
Verdot, and the finished alcohol is 13.9%. It is hard to say this 2009 will turn out better than
Palmer’s extraordinary 2005, but it certainly will be different in style given the alcohol level and
power of this vintage. Pure blackberry and black currant fruit notes intermixed with hints of
incense, graphite, and wood are followed by an opulent, thick, juicy wine with plenty of structure,
and enormous concentration, mass, and length. Four to five years of patience is required, but this
beauty should last for three decades or more. (Tasted once.) 94-96pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Pavie @ HK$2,306 per bottle

Another brilliant effort from Gerard Perse, this great vineyard (now just over 90 acres in size with
the average age of the vines 45 years) was cropped at 28 hectoliters per hectare. It obviously missed
all the damaging hail in mid-May of 2009, and was harvested between October 5 and 15.
Everything here is done with extraordinary gentleness and precision. The result is a powerful, full-
bodied, remarkably intense wine that is black/purple in color. It will require considerable patience,
much like 2000 and 2005. It displays enormous creme de cassis and boysenberry fruit with some
cherries, spice box, and crushed rock in the background. It is intense, with loads of minerality, huge
extraction, massive power, yet again, the vintage character seems to have given it a freshness and
vibrancy despite the wine’s obvious viscosity. The minimum patience required is at least a decade,
as this is another 40-year wine from Gerard Perse. (Tasted five times.) 96-100pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Pichon Baron @ HK$1,059 per bottle

An inky/blue/purple color is followed by aromas and flavors of incense, flowery black currants, and
subtle smoke and oak. This full-bodied 2009, which exhibits wonderful intensity, purity, and length,
is an exceptional effort, but in this vintage, it must take a back seat to some of its peers, such as
Pichon Lalande, Pontet-Canet and Lynch-Bages, not to mention all the first-growths. Nevertheless,
it is a beautiful wine that should drink well for 30+ years. (Tasted three times.) 93-95pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Pichon Lalande @ HK$1,482 per bottle

The blend for the 2009 Pichon Lalande is dominated by Cabernet Sauvignon, somewhat unusual at
this estate which usually has more Merlot in the blend. As stated previously, the Cabernet
Sauvignon reached levels of ripeness and intensity of flavor in 2009 never seen before in Bordeaux!
The final blend of 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Merlot, and 5% Petit Verdot and a pH of 3.8
combines the best of a vintage such as 1996, in terms of structure, freshness, and precision, with the
best of 1982, in terms of opulence, power, unctuosity, and thickness. The opaque purple-colored
2009 exhibits an intoxicatingly intense nose of red and black fruits, subtle smoke, charcoal, forest
floor, and a hint of flowers. Unusually full-bodied for a wine from this estate as well as unctuously
textured, voluptuous, and incredibly pure and precise, this dazzling wine should be drinkable at an
early age, and evolve for 30+ years. (Tasted once.) 96-98pt, R.Parker
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2009 Ch. Pontet-Canet, 5th Growth Pauillac @ HK$1,168 per bottle

It’s no surprise that proprietor Alfred Tesseron has produced a possibly perfect 2009. He’s been on a
roll since 1994, and no other producer has done more work in the vineyard than Tesseron, who has
moved to 100% bio-dynamic farming, reduced yields drastically, and instituted a draconian
selection process. This vineyard, which sits on the high plateau of Pauillac adjacent to Mouton
Rothschild, has produced a 2009 of extraordinary intensity and purity. It is outrageously
concentrated, with silky tannin (the sweetest I have ever tasted in a Pontet-Canet as well as the
highest measured), an opaque purple color, and copious notes of graphite, cassis, licorice, and subtle
smoke and forest floor. Full-bodied and unctuously textured with striking purity and definition, it
is a wine of colossal weight as well as elegance (in itself a poster boy for this paradox in 2009). This
brilliant Pauillac requires a decade of cellaring despite its voluptuous texture. It should evolve for
50-75 years. 97-100pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Rieussec @ HK$600 per bottle

The minerality and stoniness really comes through on the nose of this Rieussec, more than the 2007.
The palate is very well balanced with superb acidity, real tension, steely with great precision with
notes of apricot, white peach and honey on the beautifully defined finish. Probably the best Rieussec
since the astounding 2001. 95-97pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Smith Haut Lafitte @ HK$788 per bottle

One can’t say enough about what proprietors Daniel and Florence Cathiard have accomplished at
this estate since 1990. Regrettably, I am old enough to remember how horrible the wines were before
the Cathiards purchased the property. They have fashioned one of the most consistently outstanding
wines, both white and red, over the last two decades, and their 2009 probably eclipses any previous
performance. An opaque purple color is followed by an explosive nose of graphite, black currants,
licorice, incense, and a hint of black tea. The wine hits the palate with extraordinary density,
unctuosity, and richness, yet it never comes across as heavy or overbearing. Deep and full-bodied
with sensational concentration as well as remarkable purity and precision, this brilliant wine
possesses the high, but sweet tannins that are a hallmark of the vintage, and exceptional delicacy
allied to massive power and richness ... a rare combination indeed. This prodigious effort should
drink well for 30-40 years. Bravo! (Tasted five times.) 96-98+pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. Talbot, 4th Growth St Julien @ HK$424 per bottle

This is the most impressive Talbot since the 1982 and 1986. It reveals an opaque
plum/garnet/purple color as well as knock-out aromas of black fruits, cedar, incense, licorice, and a
Provencal garrigue-like character. Substantial, sexy, and seductive, it is almost slutty in its
exuberance and ostentatiousness. It was a thrill to drink this loaded St.-Julien. It should offer
irresistible drinking over the next 20-25 years. 92-94pt, R.Parker
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Wine Description

2009 Troplong Mondot, St Emilion @ HK$1,059 per bottle

I tasted this wine four separate times, with three tastings extremely consistent, and one tasting
showing slightly more noticeable and astringent tannin. Do I think it is going to be as prodigious as
the 20057 No, but it is a compelling Troplong Mondot, and probably more approachable than the
2005 has been in its youth. This is a large vineyard, nearly 80 acres in size, and part of it had hail
damage in May. They are late-harvesters, the Merlots were picked through October 10 and the
Cabernet finished October 20, with very low yields of 30 hectoliters per hectare, no doubt due at
least in part to the hail damage. Alcohols on lots chosen for the grand vin are very high, between
14.5 and 15.5. The wine is inky purple in color, displaying beautiful creme de cassis, licorice, subtle
smoke and graphite notes, enormous body, juicy, viscous texture, good vibrancy, a skycraper-like,
multi-dimensional mouthfeel, and a whopping long finish of 40+ seconds. This is a great wine,
probably more hedonistic and voluptuous than the 2005, but ultimately a tiny notch below that
virtually perfect Troplong Mondot, which still gets my nod as the best ever made. This wine should
evolve for at least 30-40 years. 94-97pt, R.Parker

2009 Ch. d’Yquem , Sauternes@ HK$6,353 per bottle

The 2009 Yquem has an almost ethereal nose, beautifully defined with scents of honey, honeysuckle,
pear, fresh apricot and a hint of quince. It blossoms in the glass, gaining intensity and expanding
across the ether. The immediate impression is not of a powerful, rich, botrytis-laden Yquem, but one
that has semblances with the 2007 in terms of poise and precision, the acidity defining the wine in
its youth and around that, subtle notes of honey, fig, pear, apricot and just a hint of ginger adding
vibrancy and edginess towards the pure and tensile finish. As expected, there is extraordinary
persistency, lingering in the mouth long after the wine has disappeared, yet it will remain long in
the memory. 96-98pt , R.Parker




